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Welcome & Introductions

What brought you to this session?



The William D. Ruckelshaus Center
Mission: To help parties involved in complex public policy 
challenges in the State of Washington and the Pacific Northwest tap 
university expertise to develop collaborative, durable, and effective 
solutions.

Vision: The Center envisions a future in which government leaders, 
policy makers, and citizens routinely employ tools of collaborative 
decision making to design, conduct, and implement successful 
public policy processes.



We catalyze the creative potential of 
communities and organizations to 
meet the challenges of a changing 

world.





• Conduct a situation assessment in response to growing 
concerns about the impact of climate and natural hazards 
events on the coast and coastal communities.

• Explore long-term resilience opportunities.
• identify existing efforts so that new efforts build upon 

what is already established.
• Identify approaches, processes, structures, and 

resources needed to enhance and support coast-wide 
resilience efforts.

• Individual and group interviews – 104 participants

• Project start à finish = 6 months

**The assessment provides a mechanism for the 
experiences and viewpoints of the participants to 
inform the next generation of strategies for 
enhancing coast-wide resilience.



What is Community Resilience?



“A resilient community is able to 
thrive in the present, adapt to 

challenges, and even transform as 
necessary to meet future threats or 

opportunities.”



Findings & Lessons Learned



Findings & Lessons Learned

ü How is Resilience Defined?
ü Is the Coast Resilient?
ü What Existing Efforts Support Resilience?
ü What Would Resilience Look Like and What is 

Needed?











What’s Needed?
• Increased capacity – grants, funding, staff, planning
• Coordination of current and future efforts
• Political willingness
• Focus on life safety
• Improved, redundant infrastructure – roads, broadband
• Locally relevant data
• Diversified economy
• Access to health care
• Coast-wide advocacy
• Regulatory flexibility



Recommendations
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Guiding Principles
• Start with place: understand the unique ecology, culture, social dynamics, 

and history acknowledging that the coast is not homogenous.
• Support the agency and self-efficacy of coastal communities - build on 

locally-driven efforts.
• Recognize the time and resource constraints.
• Use systems approach and design for multiple benefits.
• Support and expand the work of existing groups instead of only creating 

new groups.  
• Address gaps in communication and coordination.



How Science Can Support Local Action?



Questions?



Discussion

What does it mean to you/your work to bridge 
science and local action?

What is your experience and lessons learned 
bridging science and local action?


