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About	  Futurewise
•Concentrated	  urban	  growth
•Sprawl	  reduction
•Regional	  transportation
•Affordable	  housing
•Economic	  development
•Property	  rights
•Permit	  processing
•Natural	  resource	  industries
•Open	  space	  and	  recreation
•Environmental	  protection
•Public	  participation
•Public	  facilities	  and	  services
•Historic	  preservation
•Shoreline	  management
•CLIMATE
•RACIAL	  EQUITY	  /	  SOCIAL	  JUSTICE



Equity	  Reports	  &	  Process

Reports:
• King	  County	  Baseline	  Equity	  Assessment	  (2013)

• Seattle	  Health	  and	  Equity	  Assessment	  (2015)	  

• Seattle	  Climate	  Challenges	  Atlas	  (2017)

Process:
• Engagement	  with	  community/partners

• Research	  and	  documentation

• Partner	  review,	  policy	  implementation



Seattle	  King	  County	  Regional	  Equity	  Assessment	  (2013)



Seattle	  Health	  and	  Equity	  Assessment	  (2015)



Seattle	  Climate	  Challenges	  Atlas	  (2017)	  
Bivariate	  Choropleth	  Map

Equity	  Index:
• People	  of	  Color
• At	  or	  below	  200%	  of	  

federal	  poverty	  line
• Born	  outside	  the	  US
• Limited	  English	  proficiency



Air	  Quality	  Hazards
Seattle	  Climate	  Challenges	  Atlas



Urban	  Heat	  Island	  Effect
Seattle	  Climate	  Challenges	  Atlas



Affordable	  Housing	  
in	  the	  Flood	  Zone
Seattle	  Climate	  Challenges	  Atlas



Exposure	  to	  CSOs
Seattle	  Climate	  Challenges	  Atlas



Transition

Process:
• Engagement	  with	  community/partners

• Research	  and	  documentation

• Partner	  review	  and	  policy	  implementation



• A	  strategic	  framework	  that	  seeks	  to achieve	  self-‐
determination	  for	  marginalized	  communities.	  It	  
centralizes	  community	  voices	  and	  leadership	  in	  an	  
effort	  to facilitate	  genuine,	  lasting social	  change.

• Achieved	  when	  marginalized	  communities	  are	  
recognized	  as	  experts,	  and	  reclaim,	  own	  and	  wield	  
all forms	  of	  knowledge	  and	  information.	  With	  strategic	  
support,	  the	  knowledge	  and	  information	  generated	  by	  
these	  communities	  can	  be	  used	  as	  political	  leverage	  to	  
advance	  their	  own agendas for	  change.

Research	  Justice	  
C/O	  Data	  Center	  – Coalition	  of	  Communities	  of	  Color



In	  order	  for	  this	  to	  become	  reality,	  the	  community	  must	  have:

• Control	  over	  information	  and	  knowledge	  that	  impact	  them;

• Capacity to	  produce	  their	  own	  information	  and	  knowledge	  and	  
wield	  it	  to	  effectively	  advance	  their	  agenda;

• Equal	  access	  to	  information	  outside	  of	  the	  community	  despite	  
increasing commodification,	  privatization,	  and	  hyper-‐abundance	  of	  
information;

• Authority to	  determine	  ‘validity’	  and	  ‘credibility’	  of	  information	  
and	  knowledge,	  and	  methods	  to	  create	  them…on	  equal	  footing	  
with	  all	  other	  institutions	  in	  society.

Research	  Justice
C/O	  Data	  Center	  – Coalition	  of	  Communities	  of	  Color



Research	  Justice
C/O	  Data	  Center	  – Coalition	  of	  Communities	  of	  Color



A	  framework	  for	  research	  justice:
Communities	  are	  experts	  in	  their	  own	  lives,	  possessing	  experiential,	  
historical	  and	  cultural	  knowledge	  which	  must	  be	  centered	  in	  any	  data	  
research	  initiative.	  	  To	  that	  end,	  we	  believe	  that	  communities	  have	  a:

Right	  to	  research:	  the	  right	  to	  the	  
tools	  through	  which	  any	  individual	  

or	  group	  can	  systematically	  
increase	  that	  stock	  of	  knowledge	  
which	  they	  consider	  most	  vital	  to	  
their	  survival	  as	  human	  beings.

Right	  to	  be	  heard:	  the	  right	  to	  
use	  social	  science	  tools	  – such	  
as	  surveys,	  interviews	  
mapping,	  etc.	  – to	  package	  
their	  knowledge	  as	  data	  to	  
convey	  to	  decision-‐makers	  
and	  other	  chosen	  audiences.

Right	  to	  know:	  the	  right	  to	  
access	  information	  beyond	  
their	  reach,	  whether	  that	  

knowledge	  is	  inaccessible	  sue	  
to	  cost,	  technical	  jargon,	  or	  

other	  barriers.

Research	  Justice
C/O	  Data	  Center	  – Coalition	  of	  Communities	  of	  Color

Decolonize
data



Intentional	  Engagement
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