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Developing	  a	  Response	  Plan



Sea	  Rise	  Projections	  



Olympia’s	  Vulnerability
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Frequency	  of	  Downtown	  Flooding
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The	  Plan

Goal:	  Develop	  a	  formal	  community	  plan	  that	  
prioritizes	  strategies	  and	  investments	  for	  best	  
responding	  to	  sea	  rise,	  while	  protecting	  downtown’s	  
economic,	  social	  and	  environmental	  values.	  	  

The	  plan	  will	  identify:
– needed	  actions
– estimated	  costs	  and	  resources
– implementation	  schedules
– responsibilities	  



The	  Planning	  Approach



Shoreline	  Ownership



Physical	  Strategies



Elevated	  Roadways



Storm	  Drainage	  System

Backflow flooding at Budd Bay Cafe

Stormwater Outfalls



Storm	  System	  Modification



• How	  do	  we	  best	  engage	  the	  community	  in	  
decision-‐making?

Ø Difficult	  long-‐term	  issues

• What	  is	  the	  community’s	  tolerance	  for	  
flooding?

Ø Drives	  our	  response	  timeline

• As	  we	  respond,	  are	  there	  opportunities	  for	  
downtown?

Ø Improved	  public	  access,	  streetscape

• Protect	  or	  retreat?
Ø Current	  policy	  is	  to	  protect

• How	  will	  infrastructure	  needs	  be	  financed?

Ongoing	  Community	  Dialogue









www.olympiawa.gov/sealevelrise
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