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! City of Seattle: 
! Is responsible for land use regulation and 

planning, transportation infrastructure 
and services, parks and recreation, 
human services, solid waste, etc. 

! Also owns its water supply resources and 
electricity system. 

! Office of Sustainability & Environment 
is responsible for planning for climate 
mitigation and adaptation across city 
departments. 





! Citywide adaptation planning 
! Beginning now 
! Expected to be complete by June 2015 
! Will build on great ongoing adaptation 

work at SPU and SCL 

! Priorities 
! Enhancing the quality of our 

neighborhoods 
! Vulnerable communities 



OSE contracted with Harstad Research 
to supplement its emerging national 
research with Seattle-specific research 
on: 

! Community values. 

! How values are linked to beliefs about 
climate change/action. 

! How values can build support for climate 
action. 

!  The importance Seattleites place on being a 
climate action leader. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE 
TOP-OF-MIND FOR 
ONLY 5% OF 
SEATTLEITES. 



•  Planning	  for	  climate	  change	  across	  the	  complex	  func4ons	  of	  a	  city	  creates	  not	  only	  
interes4ng	  opportuni4es	  but	  also	  challenges	  in	  how	  planning	  is	  executed.	  Like	  
most	  ci4es,	  the	  City	  of	  Sea?le	  is	  responsible	  for	  land	  use	  regula4on	  and	  planning,	  
transporta4on	  infrastructure	  and	  services,	  parks	  and	  recrea4on,	  human	  services,	  
solid	  waste	  etc.	  

•  Uniquely,	  Sea?le	  also	  owns	  its	  water	  supply	  resources	  and	  electricity	  system.	  The	  
levels	  of	  exper4se	  in	  understanding	  climate	  impacts	  and	  how	  to	  use	  climate	  
projec4ons	  in	  planning	  varies	  widely	  across	  the	  city.	  Sea?le's	  electric,	  water,	  and	  
stormwater	  u4li4es,	  as	  rate	  funded	  u4li4es	  whose	  resources	  are	  highly	  climate	  
dependent,	  have	  been	  at	  the	  leading	  edge	  of	  planning	  for	  climate	  impacts	  and	  
have	  a	  high	  level	  of	  staff	  exper4se.	  Other	  departments	  have	  begun	  considering	  
projected	  climate	  impacts	  on	  their	  infrastructure,	  opera4ons,	  and	  services	  and	  are	  
leveraging	  the	  work	  and	  planning	  methods	  of	  the	  u4li4es.	  	  

•  The	  City's	  Office	  of	  Sustainability	  &	  Environment	  is	  responsible	  for	  planning	  for	  
climate	  mi4ga4on	  and	  adapta4on	  across	  city	  departments	  and	  is	  leading	  
development	  of	  a	  citywide	  climate	  impacts	  preparedness	  strategy.	  



Making the Case for Climate Action 
!  Build on the widely-acknowledged, broad risk of 

climate change. 
!  Articulate how climate change will affect Seattle (i.e., 

increased precipitation, storm surge, sea level rise, 
and resulting flooding). 

!  Focus messaging on potential near-term risks of 
storm surge and more frequent and intense rainfall in 
order to create the broadest mandate for climate 
action. 

!  Reinforce that actions aimed at mitigating and 
adapting to climate change also improve quality of life. 

!  Rely on Seattle City Light, police and firefighters, and 
the Office of Sustainability and Environment as the 
most credible branches of City government to deliver 
messages about climate change. 

!  Align messages about climate change with other 
trustworthy sources of information, including university 
scientists and environmental groups.  



UNIVERSITY SCIENTISTS 
+ ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS 

“The changing climate is already 
devastating the planet.” 

“The higher temperatures and changes 
in precipitation will threaten our region’s 

natural environment.” 

SELECT DEPTS. IN CITY 
(SCL, SPD, SFD, OSE) 
“The Seattle metro area is 

expected to grow by over a million 
people.” 

“The combination of higher 
temperatures and more traffic 

congestion will worsen air quality.” 



Messages for Climate Action 
(in order of persuasiveness, % of respondents who ranked each message 8 or above) 

! Responsibility to children 
! Stewards 
! Economic prosperity 
! Safety 
! Rigged System 
! Quality of Life 
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Messages for Climate Action 
(in order of persuasiveness, % of respondents who ranked each message 8 or above) 

! Ingenuity 
! Rise to the challenge 
! Health 
! Equity 
! Petroleum drain 
! Leader 

64
% 
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% 

59
% 
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% 

48
% 

65
% 



Credits 
Harstad Strategic Research conducted a telephone survey of 603 
registered voters in Seattle in June 2013. 

All icons used with permission from the Noun Project, including: 
!  Economic Crisis designed by Camilo Andrés Roa Ruiz. 
!  Institution designed by Thibault Geffroy. 
!  Global Warming designed by Luis Prado. 
!  Earth designed by Nicolas Ramallo. 
!  Digital Classroom designed by Dan Hetteix. 


