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Overview 
Context 

Clark County, Washington 

Climate-ready states and cities - Oregon 



Among local health department directors: 

77% believe that climate 
change is happening 

think climate change is currently 
harming people in the U.S. 

think their jurisdiction will experience 
serious public health problems 
resulting from climate change in the 
next 20 years 

44% 

61% 

Source: National Association of County and City Health Officials. (2014). Are We Ready? Report 2: Preparing for 
the public health challenges of climate change. Available at http://www.naccho.org/ 



Among local health department directors: 

19% 
Say their department currently has ample 
expertise to assess potential public health 
impacts associated with climate change  

Say their department currently has 
sufficient resources to effectively 
protect local residents from the health 
impacts of climate change 

8% 

Source: National Association of County and City Health Officials. (2014). Are We Ready? Report 2: Preparing for 
the public health challenges of climate change. Available at http://www.naccho.org/ 



What can counties do? 

Programs Projects Policies 

…especially health departments! 



Clark County 



What can counties do? 

The big levers: 

Policy 
System 
Environmental 



Policy 



1. Determine how Clark County can adapt to 
and mitigate climate change to protect 
health 

2. Develop plans to mitigate climate change 

3. Conserve and preserve resources 

4. Prepare for climate change impacts by 
developing adaptation plans 

Policies from the Growing 
Healthier Report: 





Benton, Crook, Jackson, Multnomah, North Central 





1. Forecast 
Impacts & 

Assess 
Vulnerability 

2.Project 
Disease 
Burden 

3. Assess 
Interventions 

4. Develop 
adaptation 

plan 

5. Evaluate 
& Improve 

BRACE Framework 





• Baseline, not projections 

• Direction, not magnitude 

• Outreach and education, 
not "big levers” 

•  Interventions based on best 
practice or expert opinion, 
not evidence 

How Oregon counties used data 
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