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PNW Vulnerability Assessment 

www.climatevulnerability.org 



What is vulnerability to climate change? 



Vulnerability 

sensitivity exposure adaptive 
capacity 



Sensitivity 

www.climatechangesensitivity.org 



Generalist or specialist 
Physiological factors 
Life history 
Sensitive habitats 
Dispersal abilities 
Disturbance regimes 
Ecological relationships 
Interacting non-climatic  
factors 
Other factors 

www.climatechangesensitivity.org 

Sensitivity 



www.climatechangesensitivity.org 



Sensitivity Scores by Taxonomic Groups 
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Sensitive Habitats 
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Dispersal Abilities 
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Further Research 







Questions 

mcase@uw.edu 





protected areas  



connectivity  



Remove other threats 

Restore habitat 

Restore natural disturbance 
regimes 

Promote evolutionary 
potential 

Translocations 



Adaptive Capacity & Management 
Potential: 


